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USDA General Permit

Permits That Make It Legal to Export Plants Protected by ESA

Permit for Endangered or Threatened Species (Form 3-201) 
(Federal Fish and Permit): 
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FIGURE E-1-1: Example of a USDA General Permit (General Permit, PPQ Form 622) 
issued for all commercial exports and reexports of protected plants
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How to Endorse 
Permits
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Important

All conditions listed in Block 11 must be followed; otherwise the movement of 
the plant or its derivatives is illegal. However, seeds of cultivated threatened 
species do not require a permit and their movement is not restricted as a 
threatened species if the seeds are labeled with the name of the species and 
a statement that the seeds are of cultivated origin.

1 If the exporters need to ave their General Permit renewed, or have questions about renewals, they should 
call the Permit Unit at 1-877-770-5990, fax at 1-301-734-8700, write to PPQ-APHIS-USDA, Permit Unit, 
4700 River Road, Riverdale, MD 20737, or go to http://www.aphis.usda.gov\ppq\ss on the Internet.
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual E-1-3
PPQ



Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Permit for Threatened Species (Form 3-201) (Federal Fish and 
Wildlife Permit): 
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FIGURE E-1-2: Example of an Division of Management Authority (DMA) permit 
issued under the authority of ESA for Endangered and/or Threatened 
Species (Form 3-201)
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2 A threatened species is one likely to become endangered and is afforded less protection than an endan-
gered species.

Important

All conditions listed in Block 11 must be followed; otherwise the movement of 
the threatened plant or its derivatives is illegal.

Seeds of cultivated threatened species do not require a permit if those seeds 
are labeled with the name of the species and a statement that the seeds are 
of cultivated origin.
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Document That Makes It Legal to Export or Reexport Plants Protected by 
CITES

Multipurpose Form 3-201A (Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit):
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FIGURE E-1-3: Example of an Division of Management Authority (DMA) permit 
issued under the authority of ESA for Threatened Species (Form 
3-201)
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Important 
Information
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Important

The articles or material that qualifies for an exception must still be 
accompanied by DMA issued documents 
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual E-1-7
PPQ
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FIGURE E-1-4: Sample of an DMA multipurpose form for CITES permits and 
certificates (Form 3-201A)
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How to Endorse 
Export Permits 
and Certificates
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Plant Species
FIGURE E-1-5: Example of an DMA issued Certificate for Artificially Propagated 
Plants (Form 3-201A)

Important

In the unnumbered block to the right of the CITES logo, “OTHER 
CERTIFICATES” has been checked. Block 9 then goes on to specify the kind of 
certificate being issued. Here the certificate is being issued for artificially 
propagated plants, a category of exception.
E-1-10 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
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The Anatomy of a Multi-purpose Form Used to Construct Permits and 
Certificates That Authorize Trade in Plants Protected by CITES

Permit or Certificate Issued by the DMA to Authorize the 
Movement of Protected Articles (Form 3-201A) (Federal Fish and 
Wildlife Form):
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Permit or Certificate Issued by DMA to Authorize the Movement 
of CITES:
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FIGURE E-1-6: Example of an DMA issued export permit to authorize the movement 
of CITES protected articles (Form 3-201A)
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FIGURE E-1-7: Example of an DMA issued Certificate to authorize the movement of 
artificially propagated CITES plants (Form 3-201A)

Important

This document is a Certificate of Artificially Propagated Plants and not an 
export permit because the Appendix I plants were artificially propagated (Block 
10) and Block 5 shows that they were propagated for noncommercial 
purposes. Contrast this certificate with the permit in Figure E-1-6 on  
page-E-1-12.
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Documents That Make It Legal to Export Plants Protected by CITES

Export Permit for CITES Protected Flora (Form 3-201A) (Federal 
Fish and Wildlife Permit):
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FIGURE E-1-8: Example of an endorsed DMA issued CITES document to authorize 
the movement of CITES protected articles (Form 3-201A)
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How to Endorse 
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Important

All conditions listed in Block 5 must be followed; otherwise the movement of 
the protected plant or its derivatives is illegal. Block 5 will show whether 
multiple shipments are authorized and if the permit may be copied.
E-1-16 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Export Permit for CITES Protected Flora (Form 3-201A) (Federal 
Fish and Wildlife Permit:

Certificate for Artificially Propagated Plants (Form 3-201A) 
(Federal Fish and Wildlife Permit):
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���������	�	�������������	
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FIGURE E-1-9: Example of an endorsed export permit for CITES protected flora 
(Form 3-201A)
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual E-1-17
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
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How to Endorse 
Export 
Certificates
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Important

All conditions listed in Block 5 must be followed; otherwise the movement of 
the protected plant or its derivatives is illegal. Block 5 will show whether 
multiple shipments are authorized and if the certificate may be copied.
E-1-18 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
PPQ



Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Continuation Sheet to Accompany CITES Documents (Federal 
Fish and Wildlife Permit):
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FIGURE E-1-10: Example of a Certificate for artificially propagated plants (Form 
3-201A)
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual E-1-19
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Important 
Information
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How to Endorse 
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Sheets to 
Permits and 
Certificates
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Inventory Sheet to Accompany CITES Documents (Federal Fish 
and Wildlife Document):
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FIGURE E-1-11: Example of an endorsed continuation sheet to accompany CITES 
documents (FFW Permit)
04/2002-01 Export Certification Manual E-1-21
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Important 
Information
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How to Endorse 
Inventory 
Sheets
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Important

The exporter can enter additional species to the inventory sheet as long as 
those entries do not supersede what is authorized on the permit or certificate.
E-1-22 Export Certification Manual 04/2002-01
PPQ



Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Wild Ginseng Export Report (Federal Fish and Wildlife 
Document):
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FIGURE E-1-12: Example of an endorsed inventory sheet to accompany CITES 
documents (FFW document)
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
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Wild Ginseng 
Export Reports
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FIGURE E-1-13: Example of an endorsed DMA export report listing the special 
conditions for the export of wild ginseng (front) (FFW document)
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
Cultivated Ginseng Export Report (Federal Fish and Wildlife 
Document):
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Appendix E: Compilation of Certificates, Permits, and Reports Related to the Special Procedures for Exporting Protected 
Plant Species
American Ginseng Export Certificate (State issued certificate):
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FIGURE E-1-14: Example of an endorsed DMA export report listing the special 
conditions for the export of cultivated ginseng (front) (FFW 
document)
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Plant Species
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FIGURE E-1-15: Sample of a State certificate of origin for the export of wild ginseng 
(State issued certificate)
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